
1KIDS COUNT IN MICHIGAN—DATA BOOK 2008

Kids Count in Michigan
Data Book 2008

Acknowledgements
The Kids Count in Michigan Data Book 2008 was developed by Jane Zehnder-Merrell of the Michigan 
League for Human Services with the assistance of League and project staff and the support of the 
Advisory Committee.

Thanks to Paul Diefenbach, who painstakingly collected and compiled the data, and Tillie Kucharek, 
who drafted the initial format of the profiles, charts, and tables.

Many thanks to the reviewers Beverley McDonald, Judy Putnam, Betty Tableman, Sharon Parks, 
Michael Foley, Debra Marciniak, Ann Marston, and Michele Corey.

We are also very grateful to other reviewers and the state and county employees who provided data  
as well as extensive information on selected topics and comments on specific sections. 

This report was funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, Skillman Foundation,  
and the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Michigan Foundation, as well as United Ways. 
We thank them for their support and acknowledge that the findings and conclusions 
presented herein do not necessarily reflect their opinions.

Library of Michigan
State Demographer
•	Kenneth J. Darga

Maximus
•	Peter VanZwoll

Michigan 4 Cs 
•	Mark Sullivan

Michigan Department of Community Health
Actuarial Services
•	Richard Miles and Staff

Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention
•	Bob Scott

Division for Vital Records  
and Health Statistics
•	Michael Beebe
•	Glenn Copeland
•	Sharon Crawford

Division of Epidemiology Services
•	Elizabeth Wasilevich

Michigan Department of Education
Special Education Services
•	James Nuttall

Michigan Department of Human Services 
Children’s Protective Services
•	George Noonan
•	Mary Somma

Office of Child Support 
•	Ian Broughton

Policy Analysis Division
•	Terry Drum

Michigan Public Health Institute MCIR Project
•	Laura Korten

Wayne County Department of Community Justice
Juvenile Justice Services Division  
Information System
•	Dan Chaney

Special recognition is accorded to 
League support staff:
	 Jackie Benson, Phyllis Killips, and  

Mary Logan for their assistance on multiple 
aspects of the project.

Table of Contents
Executive Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

The Status of Young Children in Michigan .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Community Conditions 
Communities provide economic and educational  

opportunities and social support for parents, learning  

and recreational activities for young children, arts  

and cultural events for families, a healthy environment,  

safe and pleasant public spaces, and services  

for families in need. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Physical Health  

Infants, young children and their families  

are physically healthy. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Social and Emotional Health  

Infants, young children and their families  

are socially and emotionally healthy. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Parenting Education and Family Support  
Families support and guide the early learning  

of their infants and toddlers. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Early Care and Education  

Families have access to high-quality early care  

and education. Children are ready to succeed  

in school and in life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Basic Needs, Economic Security and Child Safety  

Families of infants and young children are safe  

and economically stable. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

Profiles of Child Well-Being .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Michigan .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Michigan counties .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

Detroit .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196

Data Notes and Sources .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198

Thanks also to members of the Kids Count in Michigan Advisory Committee who have given their time 
and expertise to shape the book and other project activities.

KC-6564_narrative_120308_final.indd   1 12/3/08   10:52:36 AM


