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Executive Summary

The early years of a child’s life provide the physical and emotional framework that shapes individual potential. Research has documented the profound  
effect of a child’s physical and social environment on the pace and scope of this development. Experiences in the early childhood years establish intelligence, 
behavioral patterns, and personality traits that will persist throughout a lifetime. These experiences take place in the context of family and community 
life shaped by economic and social conditions. The economic downturn and stark disparities for minorities in Michigan threaten the well-being of large 
numbers of young children and their families.

Community Conditions

•	Poverty afflicts one of every four young children ages 
0–4. Minority children have much higher rates—44 
percent for African Americans and 29 percent for 
Hispanics compared with 15 percent for whites.

•	Almost one-third of all children in the state live in 
a single-parent family, mostly headed by a mother. This 
rate has not changed in over a decade.

•	In the majority of Michigan families with young chil-
dren, all parents are employed. The average cost ($527 
a month) of full-time child care in Michigan for a young 
child represents 42 percent of the before-tax income 
of a full-time minimum wage worker.

Current Status of Infants, Young Children and Their Families
Large disparities in the physical health of young  
children persist. 
•	Unhealthy Births: The rates of low-birthweight babies 

and infant mortality have essentially stagnated for a 
decade. Disparity remains a critical issue with low-
birthweight rates for African-American infants double 
those of white infants, and infant mortality rates triple 
the white rates.

•	Environmental Threats to Child Health: Too many 
children suffer from lead poisoning and asthma—they 
are disproportionately poor and minority.

The needs for social and emotional care are not 
matched by services.
•	Unmet Need for Services: An estimated 10 percent of 

young children suffer from social-emotional problems 
but only 1 percent receive mental health services.

•	Too Many Young Children in Out-of-Home Care: A total 
of 6,630 young children in Michigan were removed 
from their homes in 2007 due to concerns about their 
safety—while most will return, the trauma of separa-
tion can have long-term impact.

Economic security erodes, and child safety suffers.
•	More Children in Need: The rate of participation in the 

Food Assistance Program, previously known as “food 
stamps” almost doubled among young children between 
2000 and 2007—from 13 percent to 25 percent.

•	Rise in Young Victims of Neglect: The number of young 
child victims of neglect rose from 9,000 to 11,000 
victims between 2000 and 2007.

Parenting education and family support 
opportunities are sparse and sporadic in most 
Michigan communities.
•	Large Shares of High-Risk Parents: Teen parents and 

mothers without 12 years of education are high-risk 
groups that represent one-third to one-half of new 
mothers in minority communities. They could benefit 
from more accessible and sustained parent education 
and family support services.

•	Communities Strapped: In most Michigan communities 
the need for services to families with young children 
far outstrips the community resources.

Access to quality early care and education 
opportunities is limited.
•	Many Unserved: Only one-third of the children ages 0–2 

estimated to have developmental delays are served by 
Early On Michigan.

•	Subsidy Payments Low: Payment rates and eligibility 
levels for the child care subsidy have remained essen-
tially flat for over a decade.
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